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Lent 3, Sunday, March 12, 2023 

Service colour:  Purple 

 

ORDER OF DIVINE WORSHIP 9:00 a.m.  (Communion) &10:30 a.m. (also 

on You Tube) 

 

Prelude (a time for prayer and reflection) 

Placing of the Bible (all who are able standing) 

Lighting of the Christ Candle;   Doxology (830)   

Minister:  We’ve come to worship God, who makes streams flow from rock, 

who turns the parched earth into springs of water, who sends the rain from 

heaven and makes the wilderness blossom and flourish.   

All:  As the deer thirsts for flowing streams, so we thirst for you, O God. 

M: Come, lets us worship our life giving God, who pours out living water on 

all who thirst. 

Hymn:  27 (sung twice)  “As the deer” 

Prayer of Adoration; Prayer for Pardon and Grace:    

God of mercy, hear the prayers of your thirsting people.  We confess that 

we are often dissatisfied with our lives.  We recognize the gaps that exist 

between what we are and what we want to be.  Lord, like the woman at 

the well, we know our failures, and we feel guilty because you know 

them.  We feel shame because others also know.  Grant that we may hear 

and believe the Good News, that in our Lord Jesus Christ, we are loved 

in spite of our failures, forgiven in spite of our guilt, and accepted in spite 

of our shame.  Inspire us by your love and grace and grant us the 

spiritual strength to follow and serve you.  Forgive us, loving One, and 

quench our thirst with your grace; Remake us into vessels of tenderness 

and compassion. For Christ’s sake. Amen. 

Song: 561 “Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy upon us.” 

Assurance of Pardon   
M.The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. C. And also with you. 

 Hallelujah (Hymn 294); The Passing of the Peace 
Prayer for Understanding 

Hymn:   348 “Tell me”   - Pupils gather at Chancel stairs 

Lessons :  Psalm 95; Exodus 17: 1-7 (p.59); Romans 5 : 1-11 (p.135) ;  

John 4 : 5-42 (p.82) 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord.   Congregation:  Thanks be to God. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in 

the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Sermon  

Hymn: 198  “I hunger and I thirst” 

The Offertory followed by PWS&D Lenten Reading 

Living Faith 4.2.2 & Offertory Prayer (all who are able standing) 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and for others; The Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn:    671 “I heard the voice” 

Benediction & Choral Amen  

Song: “ Go now in peace” (all seated) (hymn book – inside back cover) 

Postlude 

 

Welcoming Worshippers:  Gerry & Nancy Archibald 

Elevator Guide:  Chris McDonald                Organist:  Dr. Ken Cameron 

Placing the Bible:  Cheryl Weeks 

Reader:   Lesley Waugh                                 Pianist: Cheryl Weeks 

Audio:  Ross Barkhouse 

  

Today:  We welcome the Rev. H. Kenn Stright to our 10:30 a.m. service.  

The minister is at Iona Church, Dartmouth.    2:00  Ocean View Service 

Wed: 10:15 a.m. Presbytery of Halifax & Lunenburg at First Sackville     

Church, Lower Sackville. 

Sun:   9:00 a.m. Holy Communion; 10:30 a.m. Worship & Church School  

 

Shirley Matthews, a professing member of this congregation since March 12, 

1961, died on March 5 in Antigonish.  The funeral is here on Tuesday, March 

14 at 2:00 p.m. with a reception afterwards. 

 

The Rev Dr. Bob Faris, Moderator of the June 2022 General Assembly, is 

visiting this area next weekend.  You are invited to meet him at First 

Sackville Church at 10:00 a.m. on Sat., March 18 or at Iona Church, 

Dartmouth at 2:00 p.m. the same day. He will make remarks and answer 

questions. Bob Faris, assistant minister of St. Andrew’s, Toronto, has had 

wide experience in the church, e.g. church in Hamilton, Ontario, professor at 

a seminary in Mozambique at the time of civil war; he also helped to confront 

apartheid in nearby South Africa; he has given courses at Knox College, 

Toronto and has worked in various ecumenical bodies. He has placed a focus 

on establishing new relationships with Indigenous people and on inclusion of 

LGBTQI2 + persons. He also places an emphasis on justice in various ways. 

 

Sat.  March 18  7 p.m. Hall   The Shamrocks provide a "St Patrick's Lonnie 

Toonie!"  All welcome. 

 
CCLI Streaming License #20690604 



 

Hymn 27  As the deer 

 

1. As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after you; 

you alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship you. 
 

You alone are my strength, my shield;  

to you alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship you. 
Words & music: Martin Nystrom; ©1984 Universal Music-Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. 
by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc. Used with permission CCLI 11122907 

 

Hymn 348  Tell me the stories 

  
1. Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear, 

things I would ask Him to tell me if he were here: 

scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea, 
stories of Jesus, tell them to me. 

 
2. First, let me hear how the children stood round his knee, 

And I shall fancy his blessing resting on me: 

Words full of kindness, deeds full of grace, 
all in the love - light of Jesus’ face. 

 
3. Tell me about the disciples from far and near, 

and I will listen among them eager to hear. 
Whose loaves and fishes did Jesus bless, 

showing the people God’s tenderness? 

 
4. Tell me, in accents of wonder, how rolled the sea, 

tossing the boat in a tempest on Galilee, 
and how the Master, ready and kind, 

chided the billows and hushed the wind. 

 
5. Into the city I’d follow the children’s band, 

waving a branch of the palm tree high in my hand; 
one of his heralds, yes, I would sing 

loudest hosannas, Jesus is King! 
Words & music: public domain; 

Verse 3 used by permission copyright The Presbyterian Church in Canada, 1997 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn 198 I hunger and I thirst 
 

1. I hunger and I thirst; Jesus my manna be: 
ye living waters, burst out of the rock for me. 

 
2. Thou bruised and broken bread, my lifelong wants supply; 

as living souls are fed, oh feed me, or I die. 
 

3. Thou true lifegiving vine, let me thy sweetness prove; 

renew my life with thine; refresh my soul with love. 
 

4. Since first their course began, rough paths my feet have trod. 
Feed me, thou living bread; help me, thou Son of God. 

 

5. For still the desert lies my thirsting soul before; 
O living waters, rise within me evermore. 

 
Hymn 671  I heard the voice of Jesus say 

 
1. I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

“Come unto Me and rest; 

lay down thou weary one, lay down 
thy head upon My breast!” 

I came to Jesus as I was, weary and worn and sad; 
I found in Him a resting place, and He has made me glad. 

 
2. I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
“Behold I freely give the living water thirsty one, 

stoop down, and drink and live!” 
I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life giving stream; 

my thirst was quenched, my soul revived and now I live in Him. 

 
3. I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

“I am this dark world’s light; look unto me, thy morn shall rise, 
and all thy day be bright!” 

I looked to Jesus, and I found in Him my Star, my Sun, 
and in that light of life I'll walk till travelling days are done. 

 
 

 


