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Third Sunday in Advent
December 14, 2025 Service colour: Blue

ORDER OF DIVINE WORSHIP

Prelude (a time for prayer and reflection)
Placing of the Bible (stand if able)
Lighting of the Christ Candle; Doxology (Book of Praise 830)
Responsive Call to Worship: (standing if able)

M: The light shines in the darkness,

C : We come to worship, seeking the joy Mary sang to welcome her
saviour.

M : Source of light, shine into our lives and your world this Advent.
All: Renew in us the joy of our salvation.

10:30 a.m.

Hymn: 110 “Come, thou long-expected Jesus”
PWS&D reading and lighting of the Candle of Joy — Kairos Durbha
Prayer of Adoration

Prayer of Confession: (unison)

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with heart, soul,
and mind. We have been quick to judge, slow to forgive,

and hesitant to follow the way of Christ. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may walk in your light and reflect your grace in all
we do. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Song: 561 “Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy
upon us.”

Declaration of forgiveness

M: May the Peace of Christ be upon you C: And also on you.

A sharing of the Peace of Christ, followed by Hallelujah (Hymn 294)
Welcome and Announcements

Hymn: 124 “People in darkness” (only verse 4, singing twice) (all
seated)

Learning for children/youth (gather at Chancel steps)

THE WORD PROCLAIMED
Prayer for Illlumination
God of joy, we turn to your Word to hear your will and your wisdom
for our times. Open our hearts and minds by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit so that we might hear what you are saying to the
church through Christ, our Lord and Saviour. Amen
Lessons: Isaiah 35:1-10 (p. 622), Responsive Reading - Psalm 146;
James 5:7-10 (p. 204), Matthew 11:2-11 (p. 9)
Reader: The Word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.
Sung response: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Sermon: “Waiting with Joy”
Hymn: 153 “Joy to the world”

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE
Announcing The Offering of our gifts; gifts will be brought forward
following The Offertory
Prayer of Dedication (stand if able)

Prayer of Thanksgiving and for others; The Lord’s Prayer(debts,
debtors)

Hymn: 118 “Hark the glad sound”
Benediction & Choral Amen

Song: “Go now in peace” (all seated) (hymn book — inside back cover)
©1988 Harold Flammer Music (Admin. by Hal Leonard LLC) (Admin. by Tom Cat Music)Used by
permission CCLI 11120907

Postlude
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Elevator: Gordon Ross
Placing the Bible: Andrew Kennedy

Welcoming Worshippers: Luke Campbell
Organist: Dr. Ken Cameron

Reader: E. Margaret MacDonald
Audio: Ross Barkhouse, Luke Campbell, Erin Sloan

This week:
Today: Fellowship in Hall following the service
Tues: Dec. 16 10:30 a.m. Our minister is offering a presentation on

Lectio Divina, an ancient meditative practice for reading the Bible.

Wed: Dec. 17 6:30 p.m. Choir practice

Sun: Dec. 21 Carols & Lessons and lots of music! Fellowship
following in the Hall. White Gift Sunday: During Advent, it has been
our tradition to bring items for White Gift Sunday and place them
under the tree. Some ideas may include personal hygiene items,
canned goods, or crackers, wrapped in white paper or placed in a gift
bag. These items will be donated to Christ Church Food Ministry in
downtown Dartmouth.
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Presbyterians Sharing: We had a 2025 goal of $30,000; $3,872 js
required to reach it. Thanks to all for participating in Presbyterians
Sharing.

2026 Presbyterian Church Calendar on sale in lobby for $7 by Youth
Group

A poinsettia was placed in loving memory by the Hughes family.

On December 9, Philip MacDougall, a brother of Rose Lind, died.
He lived in Cole Harbour.

Christmas Eve: We are inviting youth and adults to participate
in the Pantomime; please sign the sheet in the front lobby if you can
help.

Third Sunday in Advent: JOY

Voice 1: Mary praised God who entrusted her with a
sacred role. Great things God has done!

Voice 2: With Jesus’ birth, the world will never
be the same again.

Voice 1: The powerful will be toppled from their thrones.
The hungry will be lifted up and joy will break through in unexpected
places.

Voice 2: Every time a child is born, the world changes
for someone. Our lives changed when a
humble young woman gave birth to the
One who would save us. On this third Sunday of
Advent, we light the candle of joy.

The candle of joy is lit.

Let us pray together:

Living God, gift us with Mary’s trust and readiness to accept your
purpose. May we celebrate your coming, as we say with joy: Come,
Lord Jesus.
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