ST. ANDREW’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
216 School Street, Dartmouth, NS B3A 2Y4
Website: www.standrewspcc.ca

Minister: Rev. Krishna Durbha, krishnadurbha.sapcdartmouth@gmail.com;
cell: 778 896 1011.

Minister Emeritus: Rev. R.A.B. MacLean

Session Clerk: Cheryl E. Weeks, 902-435-4112; ceweeks@ns.sympatico.ca

Christmas Eve, December 24, 2025 Service colour: White

ORDER OF DIVINE WORSHIP

Prelude (a time for prayer and reflection)
Placing of the Bible (stand if able)
Lighting of the Christ Candle; Doxology (Book of Praise 830)
Responsive Call to Worship: (standing if able)

M: The Word became flesh and lived among us,

C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.

M: Let us rejoice that the Light of the World shines from the manger
and the cross.

All: We will worship God this Christmas Day, with joyful hearts and
songs of grateful praise.

6:00 p.m.

Hymn: 159 “O come, all ye faithful” (vs 1,2,4 & 5)

Prayer of Adoration

Prayer of Confession: (unison)

God of grace and mercy, you have given us the greatest gift of all,
your Son Jesus, but we confess eventhe pressure to give
distracts us. Jesus was born in human flesh, but we fail to see the
dignity in the human lives around us. Forgive us, O God, and help us
cherish the true meaning of all you offer us each and every day

in the child in the manger.

Song: 561 “Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy
upon us.”

Declaration of forgiveness

M: May the Peace of Christ be upon you C: And also on you.

Hymn: 148 (vs. 1,4 &5) “It came upon the midnight clear”

The Lighting of the Christ Candle in the Advent Wreath (see insert) —
Lee & Naomi Walker

THE WORD PROCLAIMED
Prayer for lllumination
God of light and life, open our hearts to hear your promise of new life
in the familiar stories of Christmas. Surprise us with new insights and
refresh us with deep wisdom. Enfold us in the light of your Holy Spirit
as we attend to the baby in the manger. Amen.
Lessons: Isaiah 9: 6-7 (p. 598), Responsive Reading - Psalm 97;
Titus 3: 4-7 (p. 190); Luke 2: 1-20 (p. 50)
Reader: The Word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Sermon: “Pondering upon the Birth of the Divine”
Solo: “Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming”

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE
Announcing The Offering of our gifts; gifts will be brought forward
following The Offertory Carol: 139 “Hark! the herald angels sing”
(Candles will be distributed during the singing of the carol)

Offertory Prayer (stand if able)

The Lord’s Supper
The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving:
Minister: The Lord be with you. All: And with you also.
M. Lift up your hearts. A. We lift them to the Lord.
M. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
A. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

....to lift our hearts in joyful praise
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the One who comes in the name
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

....we proclaim the mystery of our faith.

Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.
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The Lord’s Prayer: Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in
heaven; give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen.

Communion (Wine: red; juice: white; all bread is gluten-free)

Prayer after Communion

Carols during candle lighting 149; 165 (vs. 1,3 & 4); 154
Benediction & Choral Amen

Organ Postlude

Welcoming Worshippers: Gerry & Nancy Archibald
Elevator: Heather Barkhouse Soloist: Scott Hughes
Organist: Dr. Ken Cameron Pianist: Cheryl Weeks
Reader: Margaret MacDonald

Audio: Ross Barkhouse, Luke Campbell, Erin Sloan

2026 Presbyterian Church Calendar on sale in the front lobby for $7
by Youth Group

A Land Acknowledgement: We acknowledge that we are in the
Mik’kma’ki-the unceded territory and the ancestral homeland of the
Mi’kmaq Nation.

The Christ Candle

Voice 1: In a land ruled by an empire, under the weight of
oppression, a young couple search for a place for Mary to give birth
but there was no room at the inn.
Voice 2: In the humblest of places,
the promised child is born!

Voice 1: In lowly circumstances, God fulfills the promise
to all people. This is the meeting of
heaven and earth!

Voice 2: The glorious light of that stable burst into the
night, announcing a birth that has changed the
world. On this night, we light the Christ candle.

The Christ candle is lit.

Let us pray together:

Living God, may the light of Christ find a home in our hearts, in our
congregations and in our world.

Hallelujah! Christ is born!
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