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Epiphany 1                     Baptism of the Lord 
January 11, 2026 

 
ORDER OF DIVINE WORSHIP 10:30 a.m.  
Prelude (a time for prayer and reflection) 
Placing of the Bible (stand if able) 
Lighting of the Christ Candle; Doxology (Book of Praise 830) 
Call to Worship: (standing if able) 
M: We are called to serve in the name of Jesus, God’s beloved Son,  
C: God calls us by name because we are beloved.  
M: God calls us to be a light to the nations.  
C: We wait for God’s teaching and to learn justice.   
M: We are witnesses to God’s goodness and grace who claims and 

loves us.   
All: God’s name be praised!  
 
Hymn: 350 “To God be the Glory”   
 
Prayer of Adoration 
 
Prayer of Confession: (unison)   
Merciful God,  in baptism you promise us forgiveness and new life.   
We confess that we often prefer our old ways.   
We resist the new opportunities you set before us.   
We cling to harmful habits and nurse grudges,   
failing to forgive one another. Have mercy upon us, O God,   
and guide us to live with more grace and generosity through Christ 
our Lord.   
Song: 561 “Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 
upon us.” 

Declaration of forgiveness 
M: May the Peace of Christ be upon you    C: And also on you. 
A sharing of the Peace of Christ, followed by Hallelujah (Hymn 294) 
Announcements    
Hymn: 145 (vs. 1,2 & 4) “In the bleak mid-winter” (all seated) 
 
Learning for children/youth (gather at Chancel steps) 
                                       

THE WORD PROCLAIMED 
Prayer for Illumination 
Your Word, O God, comes to us in the translation of ancient scripture. 
Send your Holy Spirit to open our minds with understanding 
 and our hearts with wisdom in the name of Jesus Christ, your Living 
Word.  Amen.  
Lessons: Isaiah 42: 5-9 (p. 630),  Responsive Reading - Psalm 29;   
Acts 10: 37-38 (p. 113); Matthew 3: 13-17 (p. 3) 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord.   Congregation:  Thanks be to God.  
Sung response: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 
 

Sermon: “The Baptism of our Lord” 
Hymn: 183 “Christ, when for us you were baptized” 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE 
Announcing The Offering of our gifts; gifts will be brought forward               
  following The Offertory               
Prayer of Dedication (stand if able)  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and for others; The Lord’s Prayer(debts, 
debtors) 
 

Hymn: 176 (tune 247) (vs. 1,2 & 5) “Songs of thankfulness and praise” 
Benediction & Choral Amen  
Song: “Go now in peace” (all seated) (hymn book – inside back cover) 
©1988 Harold Flammer Music (Admin. by Hal Leonard LLC) (Admin. by Tom Cat Music)Used by 

permission CCLI 11120907      

Postlude 
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Welcoming Worshippers: Andrew Kennedy    Elevator: Heather Barkhouse 
Organist:   Dr. Ken Cameron                        
Placing the Bible:  Nancy Heighton          Reader: Mary Pyche 
Audio:  Ross Barkhouse, Luke Campbell, Erin Sloan 
 
This week: 
Today: Fellowship in Hall following the service 
Wed: Hope Cottage Ministry 
 

• The AMS has a clothesline on the tables in the front lobby for socks,  
toques, and mittens/gloves.  The AMS invites you to place an item 
on the line for Margaret’s House. 

 

• The Ladies’ Guild will be holding an indoor yard sale in the Hall to 
raise funds for St. Andrew’s on Saturday, April 18, 2026.  You are 
invited to help by starting to think of household items, jewellery, 
clothing, seasonal decorations, books, and small appliances (e.g., 
toaster, iron) that you may have available for the sale.  Details on 
when to bring donations to the church will be available later.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Nancy Archibald, 902-220-4836. 

 
 

Mission Moment:  The lack of drinking water in the home is tiring and 
disappointing,” explained 28-year-old Carolina Coronado. “During this 
year, the water pressure of the piped [municipal] system has 
decreased a lot. We have asked the community authorities for the 
expansion of drinking water, which hasn’t been possible due to the 
low water pressure.” To help respond to this challenge in Guatemala, 
PWS&D, together with our partner, the Maya-Mam Association of 
Research and Development, provided water tanks to families in need. 
Carolina explains: “The water tank will be very useful to me. Now I 
will be able to continue planting vegetables in my family garden. I am 
very grateful.” 
 
 
A Land Acknowledgement:  We acknowledge that we are in the  
Mik’kma’ki-the unceded territory and the ancestral homeland of the  
Mi’kmaq Nation.  

 
             


